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Many say ‘Create More Vietnams’—but we say 


No More Vietnams 


Che Guevara started it. Some years 


ago the guerrilla leader first issued | 


the call for two or three Vietnams in 


Latin America. American imperialism, | 


he reasoned, has had to make a much 
larger military commitment in Viet- 
nam than was intended. The most 
powerful nation on earth can be 
militarily over-stretched and defeated 


if new battle-“ fronts’ are opened up ; 


in other parts of the world. 

The simplicity of this military 
strategy, and the high moral commit- 
ment of “solidarity” with Viet- 
namese guerrilla fighters demanded 
of its advocates, has given it a ready 
appeal for idealistic “ revolution- 
aries” the world over—especially 


since Guevara was killed in Bolivia ; 


as he put his strategy to the test. 
Students and black militants have 
taken up his call for two or three 
Vietnams and have re-interpreted it 
for themselves with calls for more 
Detroits, Columbias, Berkeleys, and 
Chicagos—or, as the British militants 
put it earlier this year: “We Shall 
Fight, We Shall Win—London, Paris, 
Rome, Berlin! ” 


However, common to all these groups 
——courageous as they may be—is an 
essentially vicarious, and in the last 
resort plainly irresponsible, identi- 
fication with the guerrilla fighter in 
Vietnam. It is one thing to be a 
peasant in Vietnam who may see no 
choice for himself but to fight the 
American invader, and quite another 
to be a student in London who calls 
for two or three Vietnams. We have 
not heard from any Vietnamese call- 
ing for more Vietnams. 


Social Justice 


It has to be said then: One Vietnam 
is enough! And once that is said, and 
fully realised, the whole style of 
student and black protest must be 
looked at again. Two questions pre- 
sent themselves. One is a question of 
humanitarian concern for the terrible 
devastation in Vietnam, which we can- 
not wish to see repeated elsewhere. 
The other is a question of respon- 
sibility: Can militants and “revolu- 
tionaries”, in their very different 
situation from Vietnam, realistically 
and legitimately identify with NLF 
forces? And if not, have they the 
Tight to call for more Vietnams? 


It is clear that the majority of people 


NORTH VIETNAM—Peasants stand 
ready to fire at American aircraft. 
How many more times will peasant 
peoples have to resist against such 
odds? 


in Vietnam do not see themselves as 
the “vanguard of the revolutionary 
struggle” against American 
imperialism: what they want is for 
the Americans to get out of their 
country. And the reason is obvious 
why all but the most doctrinaire 
would put the removal of American 
troops from their country before the 
world-wide destruction of American 
imperialism. They wish for peace in 
their country: to be rid of the con- 
stant threat of sudden air-raids and 
exchanges of machine-gun fire and 
rockets, of epidemics and of home- 
lessness. So they can return to their 
towns and villages and fields and re- 
build their lives. 


The fight for social justice—for a 
social revolution which will end ex- 
tortionate landiordism, corruption in 
administration, the breakdown of 
traditional cultural values, and so 


desire for peace. But there are means 
to resist, and consequences of resis- 
tance, which so devastate a society 
in the present, and inevitably so 
shape its future characteristics for the 


worse, that it is wrong to wish 
another Vietnam war on any people. 
In Vietnam itself, it is unlikely that a 
victorious regime established by the 
NLF in South Vietnam—or a revolu- 
tionary Government ruling a re- 
united North and South—would 
reveal itself as a model of libertarian 
socialist enlightenment. 


Further, this callous desire to imitate 
the NLF, characterised as it is by a 
tendency to distort the real objec- 
tives and likely product of the 
Vietnamese struggle, carries with it 
an overwhelming and unbelievably 
crude drive to imitate the style and 
methods of operation of the Front. 
“Tf they organise by means of 
terrorism and guerrilla struggle to 
capture central State power”, the 
argument appears to run, “then so 
should we”. This leads on to the 
terrible realism about street-power 


* Whoever can conquer the streets will conquer the State one day. for every form of 


power-politics and any dictatorially-run State has its roots in the streets. We cannot have 


enough of public demonstrations, for that is far and away the most emphatic way of 


demonstrating one’s will to govern. It means a darned site more than election statistics. 


When we can see our men, thousands of them, marching up and down the streets, that 


is nothing short of mobilisation for power.-—-DR. GOEBBELS, 1927. 
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that Dr Goebbels gave 
ago. 

But because no one has yet shown 
how this “war of liberation” . is 
appropriate as a means of liberation 
in advanced capitalist societies, the 
“revolutionaries” then fall back on 
quite absurdly dated, abstract, and 
doctrinaire Marxist cliches, backed 
with the false assertion that violent 
militancy is the only radical form of 
action to which the majority of people 
will respond. 


It is instructive that black power 
militants in America, last year the 
loudest advocates of apocalyptic 
terrorism have now come to terms 
with the realities of their situation 
and have dropped their wilder plans 
for insurrectionary warfare in the 
cities. It is also significant that Tariq 
Ali, leading spokesman of the 
Vietnam Solidarity Campaign, now 
talks of ‘‘mindless militancy” and 
“ meaningless punch-ups in Grosvenor 
Square ”. No one has shown how the 
emotional liberation unquestionably 
brought about by such advocacy and 
the use of violence makes sense as a 
political act or helps the cause of the 
Vietnamese. 


The truth is that it is much more 
relevant in Britain for the radical 
opposed to the Vietnam war to 
identify with those resisting the war 
in America than with the National 
Liberation Front. We cannot hope to 
deny our responsibility for America’s 
war by imitating those engaged in 
military action against American 
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DANIEL COHN-BENDIT talks to JEAN-PAUL SARTRE 


Imag 


Daniel Cohn-Bendit and _ his 
allies are werewolves splitting 


the Progressive Movement 


against Capitalism. 
—Pravda, May 30 


This interview was first published 
in Le Nouvel Observateur on May 
20, at the height of the revolt in 
France. A different translation, by 
Ben Brewster, is included in a 
collection of documents called The 
Student Revolt, recently published 
in paper-back by Panther Books 
(6s) and by Jonathan Cape in hard- 
back (18s). Our translation here 
has been shortened from the origin- 
al for purposes of space.—Eds. 


SarTRE: In a revolutionary situation, 
it can happen that a movement like 
yours continues without stopping, but 
it can also happen that its spirit 
falters. In this case one must try to 
ge as far as possible before it stops. 
upposing that the present movement 
comes to an early end, what will, in 
your opinion, be its irreversible 
effect? 
Coun-BenpiT: The workers will have 
a certain number of their material 
demands satisfied, and the moderate 
students and professors will get some 
paper ane university reforms. These 
will not be the radical reforms that 
we hope for, but we will, nevertheless, 
have some influence. We will make 
some precise propositions, and a few 
of them will no doubt be accepted 
because no one will dare refuse us 
everything. This will, of course, be an 
improvement. But nothing fundamen- 
tal will have changed and we will 
conte to challenge the system as a 
whole. 


In any case, I do not believe that a 
revolution is possible, just like that, 
from one day to the next. I believe 
that we can achieve only a succession 
of more or less important improve- 
ments, but these improvements can 
only be imposed by revolutionary 
action. It is in this way that the 
student movement—by bringing 
about, after all, an important reform 
of the universities, even if it tempor- 
arily loses its energy—will be impor- 
tant as an example to the young 
workers, by using the traditional 
means of industrial action: the strike, 
taking over the streets, and the places 
of work. 


We have overcome the first obstacle, 
the myth that “you can do nothing 
against this regime.” We have proved 
that this is not true. And the workers 
were swallowed up by the tide. Per- 


Geoffrey Minish 


haps this time it will not go all the 
way, but later there will be other ex- 
plosions. One important thing is that 
the efficacy of revolutionary methods 
has been demonstrated. The union of 
workers and students can only be 
forged in the dynamics of action if 
each of the movements can maintain 
its momentum and when they move 
towards a common objective. At the 
moment the workers, naturally and 
understandably, distrust us. 

SARTRE: This distrust is not natural, 
it is acquired. It didn’t exist at the 
beginning of the 19th Century. It 
appeared only after the massacres of 
June 1848. Before that Republicans— 
the intellectuals and the petit 
bourgeoisie—and the workers 
marched together. After that, such a 
union was no longer possible, not 
even in the Communist Party, which 
has always been most careful to keep 
workers and intellectuals apart. 


Coun-BenpiT: Something has never- 
theless happened during this crisis. 
The workers at Billancourt did not 
let the students into the factory, but 
the fact that the students went there 
is in itself new and important. There 
were in fact three stages. First, total 
distrust not only in the workers’ press 
but also from the workers themselves. 
They said, ‘“‘ What have these Daddy’s 
boys come to annoy us for?” Then 


QUARTIER LATIN 


—for Anne 


Sometimes I think the only thing that matters 


is a girl’s hair 
blowing about her face 


PARIS, JUNE 1 
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after the street fights, after the 
struggles against the police, this feel- 
ing disappeared and there was an 
effective solidarity. We are now in 
the third stage. The peasants and 
workers have themselves directly 
entered the struggle but they say to 
us, “ Hold on, we want to lead our 
fight by ourselves! ” 


That’s normal. The union of the two 
movements, students and workers, 
will only be formed at a later stage, 
if they both maintain their momen- 
tum. After 50 years of distrust, I don’t 
believe that what we call a “ dia- 
logue” is possible. It is not only a 
question of talking, and it is normal 
that the workers do not receive us 
with open arms. Contact will only be 
established if we fight together. For 
example, unified revolutionary action 
groups can be created in which 
workers and students discuss their 
problems together and act together. 
This will work in some places, but 
there will be others where it won’t, 


PERPETUAL PROCESS 


Sartre: The problem is always the 
same, amelioration or revolution. 
Your violent actions, as you pointed 
out, are used in a positive way by the 
reformers. Thanks to you, the 
university will be reformed, but it will 
be done within the structures of 
bourgeois society. 


Coun-BENDIT: That’s right, but I 
believe that this is the only way to 
move forward. Let’s take the example 
of exams. They will take place. There 
is no doubt about that. But they won’t 
be the same as before. A new formula 
will be found, and if they take place 
just once in a new way, an irreversible 
process of reform will have been set 
in motion. I don’t know how far it 
will go. I know it will be slow, but it 
is the only possible strategy. 

I personally have no metaphysical in- 
terest in how to make “the revolu- 
tion.” I think, as I have said, that we 


are moving towards a perpetual pro- 
cess of change in the society, 
provoked at each stage by revolu- 
tionary action. Radical change in the 
structures of our society will only be 
possible if there is an abrupt and 
serious economic crisis which coin- 
cides with a powerful workers’ move- 
ment and strong student action. This 
is not the case today. The best one 
can hope for is to make the Govern- 
ment fall. But there is no point in 
dreaming about the destruction of 
bourgeois society. 


That, of course, does not mean that 
there is nothing to be done. On the 
contrary, it is a step-by-step fight 
which starts in the context of a world- 
wide confrontation. The discussion 
about the possibility of having a 
revolution in an advanced capitalist 
society and about how to go about 
provoking one does not really interest 
me. Each to his own theory. Some say 
that the revolutions in the under- 
developed countries will bring about 
the fall of capitalism. Others say that 
the underdeveloped countries will 
advance as a result of the revolutions 
in the capitalist countries. All these 
analyses are in my opinion in some 
way true, but they are without great 
importance. 


Look at what has just happened. A lot 
of people have for a long time been 
trying to find some way to make the 
students explode. In the end no one 
found it: it happened as a result of 
an objective situation. The authorities 
helped, of course, by sending the 
police into the Sorbonne, but this 
monumental blunder was not the only 
cause of the movement. Some months 
earlier, the police had already gone 
into Nanterre, and that provoked no 
chain reaction. This time there was 
one which nobody was able to stop. 
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Which suggests an analysis of what 
perhaps the role of an active minority 
can be. What has taken place in the 
last two weeks constitutes, in my 
opinion, a refutation of the famous 
“revolutionary vanguard” theory, 
the vanguard being the leaders and 
the directing force of a mass move- 
ment. At Nanterre and in Paris there 
was a simple objective situation, born 
of what is vaguely referred to as “ the 
student unrest” and of a will to 
action among the many young people 
who were disgusted by the inaction of 
the ruling classes. 


ACTIVE MINORITY 


This active minority was able—be- 
cause it was more steeped in theory 
and better prepared—to light the 
fuse and leap into action. But that’s 
all. The others could follow or not. In 
fact they did. But after that none of 
the “‘vanguards,” whether it be the 
UEC (Union of Communist Students) 
or the JCR (Revolutionary Communist 
Youth) or the Marxist-Leninists, were 
able to play a significant role in the 
action. They were swallowed up in the 
movement. 


Of course, militants could be found 
playing an important part in the 
various co-ordination committees, but 
none of these ‘‘ vanguards ” was able 
to direct the movement. And that is 
crucial, because it demonstrates that 
the “revolutionary vanguards ” 
theory must be abandoned and that 
the simpler and more honest theory, 
that of an active minority which 
creates a constant ferment and which 
pushes for action but which does not 
direct, should take its place. 


SARTRE: Many people do not under- 
stand why you don’t try to put for- 
ward a programme or try to structure 
your movement. You are reproached 
with trying “to destroy everything ” 
without knowing—or in any case with- 
out saying—what you are going to 
put in its place. 

CoHn-BenpiTt: Of course! If we 
founded a party and announced, 
“These are our people, here are our 
objectives, and this is how we intend 
to achieve them,” then everyone 
would be  reassured—above _ all, 
Pompidou. They would then know 
with whom they were dealing and 
how to combat them. They would no 
longer be face to face with “ anarchy ” 
or “disorder” or ‘uncontrollable 
ecstasy.” But the strength of our 
movement is just that. It is based on 
an “uncontrollable” spontaneity 
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* something which astonishes, something which jolts, something which repudiates all that 


has made our society what it is today, has come out of your movement ’—-SARTRE 
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which creates a spirit without trying 
to channel or utilise the action it has 
set in motion for its own purposes. 


There are, for us today, two obvious 
paths. First, we gather together five 
people with a good political back- 
ground and we ask them to draw up 
a programme, to define precise, !m- 
mediate, and seemingly well-founded 
demands. Then we would say, “ Here 
is the student movement’s position. 
Do with it what you want.” That is 
the wrong path. 


Conversely, the second consists in 
trying to explain the situation, not to 
all the students, not even to all the 
demonstrators, but to a large number 
of them. In doing this one must avoid 
creating an organisation or defining 
a programme, because this would 
mean an inevitable paralysis. The 
movement’s only hope lies in this 
disorder which allows people to talk 
freely and which can lead to a certain 
form of “ auto-organisation.” 


For example, at the moment, we must 
forget about large and spectacular 
meetings and start to form work and 
action groups. That is what we are 
trying to do at Nanterre. And since 
in Paris now the word has suddenly 
been liberated, people must first be 
allowed to speak. They say confused, 
vague, often uninteresting things, 
things which have already been re- 
peated one hundred times. But this 
allows them, after they have had their 
say, to ask the question, “And now 
what? ” 


And that is very important. The 
largest possible number of students 
must ask the question, “And now 
what?” Only after this can we begin 
to talk about programmes and 
structure. Those who ask, “ What are 
you going to do about the exams?” 
are really using diversionary tactics. 
They are trying to sabotage the move- 
ment, to interrupt its dynamism. The 
exams will take place. We will make 
proposals. But we need a little time. 
We must talk, think, find new 
formulas. And we will find them—but 
not today. 


BOURGEOIS UNIVERSITY 


SaRTRE: The student movement, as 
you have said, is now riding the crest 
of the wave. But the holidays are 
approaching. Things will slow down 
and there will no doubt be a retreat. 
The Government will take advantage 
of this to put through some reforms. 
They will invite students to partici- 
pate in drawing them up, and many 
will accept, explaining that “ We only 
want reform” or “It is only reform, 
but it’s better than nothing and we 
got it by force.” 


In other words, you will have a trans- 
formation of the university, but the 
changes could well be only super- 
ficial: improved equipment, better 
buildings and university restaurants. 
These things will not alter the system 
fundamentally. They are demands 
that the authorities can accept with- 
out calling the regime into question. 


Do you think you can obtain genuinely 
revolutionary “improvements” in a 
bourgeois university? For example, 
the creation of a university which con- 
tradicts and subverts the principal 
function of the university in the 
present regime, which is to produce 
well-integrated administrators? 


CoHN-BENDIT: First of all, purely 
material demands can have a revolu- 
tionary content. The university 
restaurants are such an issue. We ask 
that university restaurants be 
abolished and become instead youth 
restaurants where any young person, 
whether student or not, can eat for 
1 franc 40. No one can refuse that. 


There is no good reason why young 
workers shouldn’t also be able to have 
supper for 1 franc 40. The same goes 
for the university hostels (Cites 
Universitaires). We ask that they be- 
come residences for all young people. 
There are many young workers and 
apprentices who no longer wish to live 
with their parents but who can’t move 
out because a room costs 300 francs 
a month. 


CRACKS IN THE SYSTEM 


As regards the possibility of getting 
university education changed into a 
kind of “ anti-education ” which in- 
stead of furnishing the system with 
well-integrated administrators will 
produce revolutionaries, this seems to 
me rather idealistic. Bourgeois educa- 
tion, even when reformed, will manu- 
facture bourgeois administrators, and 
they will get caught up in the 
functioning of the system. At best, 
they will become members of the 
right-thinking Left, but objectivel 
they will remain the cogs whic 
ensure the society’s continuous opera- 
tion. 


But we aim to succeed in establish- 
ing a “parallel education” in 
technique and ideology. We must our- 
selves re-establish the university on 
an entirely new basis, even if it only 
lasts a few weeks. We will appeal to 
the Left and extreme Left professors 
to work with us in seminars and— 
after renouncing their professional 
status—to aid us by putting their 
knowledge at our disposal for the 
research we will undertake. 


We can start seminars in all the 
faculties on the problems of working- 
class movements, the utilisation of 
technology in the service of man, the 
possibilities of automation. This will 
not be a theoretical discussion—there 
is not a single sociology book today 
which doesn’t start with the sentence, 
“Technology must be used for the 
good of man ”—it will deal with con- 
crete problems. 


Of course, this kind of education 
will obviously be directed against the 
system, and it won’t last long. The 
regime will react quickly and the 
movement will be stopped. The impor- 
tant thing is not to work out a way of 
reforming capitalist society but rather 
to create an experience which is a 
complete break with the society, an 
experience which will not last but 
which will indicate a possibility. You 
catch a glimpse of something, and 
then it’s gone. But that at least proves 
it can exist. 


In our society we don’t expect a 
socialist university, because we know 
that the function of the university will 
remain the same until the whole 
system is changed. But we believe that 
there can be moments when the 
cohesion of the system cracks, and 
that these moments can be used to 
open a breach. The defence of student 
interests is very problematical. What 
are their “interests?” They do not 
constitute a class. Workers and 
peasants form a social class and have 


the important thing is to create an experience which is a complete break with the 


society, an experience which will not last but which will indicate a possibility °—-COHN- 


BENDIT 


objective interests. Their demands 
are clear and are addressed to the 
bosses, the representatives of the 
bourgeoisie. But the students? Who 
are their “oppressors” if not the 
whole system? 


SARTRE: In fact students are not a 
class. They are defined by their age 
and their relationship to knowledge. 
A student by definition must, in any 
society, even in the one we dream 
about, one day stop being a student. 


Coun-BEenDIT: That is exactly what 
must be changed. In the present 
system one says, “There are those 
who work and those who study,” and 
we are stuck with the division of 
labour, however rational it seems. 
But one can imagine another system 
in which everyone produces—the task 
is minimal, thanks to technical pro- 
gress—and where everyone has, at 
the same time, the opportunity of 
continuous study. It is the system of 
pecrape he labour and simultaneous 
study. 


Now there will obviously be special 
cases. Not everyone can do advanced 
maths or medicine and work at the 
same time. There is no need to in- 
stitute uniform rules. But the basic 
principle must be changed. The dis- 
tinction between worker and student 
must be eliminated. This is, of course, 
not going to happen tomorrow. But 
something has started and it will of 
necessity continue. 


RICH IMAGINATION 


SARTRE: Your movement is interest- 
ing because it puts imagination in 
power. Your imagination is, like 
everybody else’s imagination, limited 
—but you have more ideas than your 
elders. We have been formed in such 
a way that we have very precise ideas 
about what is and what is not 
possible. A professor will say, 
“Abolish exams? Never. They can 
be improved but never abolished.” 
Why? Because for half his life he 
has had to take exams. 


The working class has often de- 
veloped new ways to fight, but always 
as a function of its particular situa- 
tion. In 1936 they invented the 
occupation of the factories, because 
it was the only means they had to 
consolidate and exploit their 
electoral victory. You have a much 
richer imagination, and the slogans 
written on the walls of the Sorbonne 
prove it. Something which astonishes, 
something which jolts, something 
which repudiates all that has made 
our society what it is today, has come 
out of your movement. I call it ex- 
tending the range of possibilities. 
Don’t give it up. 

May 20, 1968 
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Biafran arms-race intensifies 


Kevin McGrath writes: A further 
build-up of arms-supplies to Nigeria 
by Britain can be expected soon, 
following the grinding to a halt of the 
“final push” that was supposed— 
starting two months ago—to end the 
war within a fortnight. This must, it 
seems, result in an accelerating three- 
sided arms-race with Russia and (for 
Biafra) France. French anti-tank 
weapons have stopped the Saladin 
armoured cars which—supplied by 
Britain—have made speedy Nigerian 
advances possible in the past. 


“Tt is clear that if the Nigerians are 
to win, they will need bigger and 
better arms supplies ”, wrote Michael 
Leapman in the Sun (October 22). “To 
increase arms’ deliveries would 
escalate the war and increase military 
and civilian casualties. But Govern- 
ment spokesmen already seem to be 
preparing opinion for such a move.” 


The kind of arguments they are 
likely to be using can be seen from a 


piece by Roy Lewis, one of the most 
consistent press supporters of the pro- 
Government line on this issue, in the 
same day’s Times. “ Colonel Ojukwu 
should soon be well-equipped to 
mount a counter-offensive. This would 
force Britain and Russia to consider 
their positions.” 


VIA GERMANY ? 


He estimates that 100 tons of French 
arms are reaching Biafra daily, and 
he quotes the Foreign Office as stating 
that all arms orders for Nigeria from 
Britain have been fulfilled and that 
none are outstanding. But he adds 
that though the Federal Army has 
ample stocks, they are largely tied up 
in “their wholly insufficient supply 
lines”. 

If arms cannot get through, it seems 
pretty likely that relief supplies for 
refugees in “liberated” areas has 
even less chance. And according to 


Michael Leapman’s Sun story, “ The 
Red Cross relief programme on the 
Biafran side of the lines is now 
probably better than the operation on 
the Nigerian side’. Hence, he argues, 
attempts to justify another “final 
push” on “humanitarian” grounds 
don’t stand up. 


Indirect confirmation that arms have 
been going to Nigeria via Germany, 
as we reported on October 11, came 
on Wednesday last week, when Frank 
Allaun MP asked a question in the 
House of Commons on the subject. 


He was given a totally evasive reply 
by Merlyn Rees, Under-Secretary of 
State for Defence for the RAF, who 
completely ignored Mr Allaun’s query 
as to whether the arms had been sent 
by this route and why they had been 
sent, and merely referred him to 
previous statements by the Foreign 
Secretary and the Commonwealth 
Secretary which had nothing to do 
with the point at issue. 


Pacifists 


challenge Franco 


Roger Moody writes: On Sunday, 
October 22, 42-year-old UNESCO 
employee, Gonzalo Arias, was arrested 
in Madrid, nine minutes after setting 
off down Princesca Street with bill- 
boards calling for free elections for 
the Chief of State and “no violence ”. 
Arias’s novel, The Encartelados, had 
leaped into brief life, and Arias is 
now in  custody—like his main 
character, Eusebio Loaches. 


A few minutes after he had been 
carried off by plain-clothes policemen, 
Madrid University Professor, Don 
Felix Villameriel, set off on his own 
poster-round near the security police 
Headquarters and was also arrested. 
No announcement of charges against 
either man has yet been made. 


The full story behind Arias’s demon- 
Stration is only now being pieced to- 
gether. War Resisters International 
were the first to know about his ‘“‘ non- 
violent programme” to mobilise: 
Spaniards against the Franco dictator- 
ship. They heard in April—though he 
had already been working both on the 
programme and on his novel for six 
months. 


Meanwhile Gollancz, publishers of 
The Encartelados (or Poster People) 
still do not know if his action was a 
one-man demonstration or ‘an 
organised thing”. UNESCO is con- 


siderably disturbed at one of their 
employees being involved in such a 
demonstration, and will have nothing 
to do with it, while one of the trans- 
lators of Arias’s book has simply 
disappeared because he was “so 
worried ”’. 

A fund for Arias’s wife and six 
children has been set up by the WRI, 
with Lord Macleod as one of its 
trustees. Contributions to: Arias fund, 
c/o WRI, 3 Caledonian Road, N.1. 


Non-violent action continues to build 
in Northern Ireland—on Saturday 
3,000 people, by no means all young 
students or Catholics, sat down in 
Guildhall Square, Belfast. The Derry 
Citizens Action Committee is making 
plans for a continuing campaign of 
civil disobedience. In London a sup- 
porting march last Sunday, organised 
by the Movement for Colonial Free- 
dom drew 3,000 people to Trafalgar 
Square. Above is a section of the 
crowd. Note the Welsh flag! 


x from page 1 


troops. It makes much more sense to 
accept our responsibility for the war, 
and to try to minimise and atone for 
it by directly helping Americans who 
are working for the withdrawal of 
American troops. 


How? By building a campaign to have 
American bases removed from 
Britain. By aiding American draft 
resisters and deserters. By campaign- 
ing among American servicemen. By 
harassing (not assaulting) American 
diplomatic representatives over here, 
and the offices of American companies 
which assist the war. By similarly 
obstructing British companies which 
are involved in the war. And by main- 
taining a consistent pressure on the 
issues of specific British help and our 
general diplomatic support for the 
American war effort. 


Not only does the preoccupation over 
here with a “ militant” style, and the 
vehement advocacy of slogans like 
“Victory for the NLF ”’, deflect atten- 
tion from these real projects that can 
be undertaken in Britain on the 
Vietnam issue. It also helps to con- 
fuse people as to the real nature of 
the political struggle in Vietnam, 


which has now reached a very sensi- 
tive point. The National Liberation 
Front does not insist on victory for 
itself, but for a long time has looked 
for a coalition Government with 
American-backed elements in the 
South, leading eventually to free 
elections and re-unification. 


Compromise Peace 


Recently, the Alliance of National, 
Democratic, and Peace Forces of 
Vietnam has been set up in the South 
to try to bridge the gap between the 
NLF and the South Vietnamese 
Government—and the Front has said 
that the Alliance represents the 
people of South Vietnam and that the 
Front is part of the Alliance. At the 
moment, the Alliance has been 
banned by the South Vietnamese 
Government and its leaders sentenced 
to death in their absence—but the 
Front has shown its readiness for 
a compromise peace. 


Thus we can see how the reality of 
the Vietnam war has been taken up 
and distorted for the special purposes 
of political groups over here, so as to 
provide “militants” and “ revolu- 


tionaries ” with a style and an issue. 


We agree completely with those who 
are aware that the Vietnam war is 
directly a product of the social system 
and values of our own society as these 
work themselves out on the other side 
of the globe, and who insist that the 
way to stop Vietnam wars from hap- 
pening elsewhere is to make a revolu- 
tion in our own society. That is 
precisely our emphasis. 


We also agree that we have to remain 
with, and for, any popular movement 
which challenges oppression and in- 
justice, because it becomes _ in- 
creasingly necessary to believe that 
somewhere on this earth in some way 
a better and more equitable way of 
life can be established. But the 
revolution required in our society is 
not the Vietnamese revolution. It is a 
revolution that seeks not to take 
power but to break down power, to 
challenge it, to subvert it, to resist it, 
and where possible, to ignore it. We 
wish to see the war in Vietnam ended 
before capitalism and American 
imperialism are smashed, and we 
don’t wish to see any more Vietnams. 
That is why we say—No More 
Vietnams, One Vietnam Is Enough!— 
and ask you to think it through from 
there. 

THE EDITORS 


OCTOBER 27 


Aldermaston 
was 

never like 
this! 


Kevin McGrath writes: With clear in- 
dications by the police that they plan 
to stay discreetly in the background 
on Sunday’s London demonstration, 
combined with even clearer indica- 
tions by the Ad Hoc Committee that 
they want a march which will, while 
sounding militant, enable the police 
to do just that, it may seem as though 
the likelihood of street turmoil has 
vanished. 


What could upset the picture— 
assuming both that the police mean 
what they say, and that such a policy 
will be possible for them—is the fact 
that the Ad Hoc Committee does not 
speak for all those who’ll be march- 
ing. 

The October 27 Committee for 
Solidarity with Vietnam—made up of 
the Maoist British Vietnam Solidarity 
Front, several branches of the VSC, 
the Indian Workers Association, Lon- 
don Region of the Revolutionary 
Socialist Federation, etc—plan to 
leave the main march and go to 
Grosvenor Square. This could lead to 
trouble either with the police, with 
mainstream  solidarists—taking to 
heart the injunction in the Ad Hoc 
Committee briefing that they should 
“draw stragglers back into the 
demonstration ”’—or with both. 


CIVIL LIBERTIES 


The main Anarchist contingent, under 
the banner of United Libertarian 
Groups, plans to meet on Victoria 
Embankment at 1.30, half an hour 
before the “ official rallying time”. 


The idea is to march the whole route, 
missing Grosvenor Square. However, 
since most of those taking part reject 
the “official” march’s central 
slogan—“ Victory to the NLF and the 
Vietnamese Revolution ”—-and will in- 
stead be using ‘“‘ Neither Washington 
nor Hanoi”, it is possible that some 
offence may be caused to the 
orthodox. 


Ready for anything, the National 
Council for Civil Liberties has over 
100 observers detailed, and _ has 
pointed out in its briefing that 
“ Deliberate violence and law-break- 
ing is as much a matter for criticism 
from the civil liberties point of view 
as is any abuse of power on the part 
of the police.” 


Three field hospitals, at the Friends 
House in St Martin’s Lane, at the Arts 
Lab, and at the Black Dwarf offices in 
Carlisle Street, have been set up, and 
ambulances, doctors, and medical 
helpers recruited. Aldermaston was 
never like this! 


Arms 
for Greece 


America is resuming delivery of 
major military equipment to Greece, 
so ending 17 months of selective 
embargo following last year’s coup. 


Two minesweepers and 20-30 jets will 
initially be provided under the 
military assistance programme, 
according to ‘State Department 
sources’. So far, according to The 
Times for October 22, ‘‘ No decision 
has been made about supplying tanks 
or other ground-force equipment ”’. 


The “sources” also claim that it has 
been made clear to the Greek 
regime that America is still as keen 
as ever “in seeing progress towards 
representative Government: we will 
continue to press for this ”. Of course. 
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san Francisco—500 Gls rally 


SAN FRANCISCO (LNS)—An 
estimated 500 soldiers and_ sailors 
wearing white caps lettered ‘‘ GIs for 
Peace”, and up to 5,000 civilians, 
attended an anti-war rally in San 
Francisco, October 12. The GIs came 
from several nearby bases and were 
joined by many Veterans and Re- 
Servists for Peace. 


There had been a great deal of in- 
timidation by officials on area bases to 
discourage men from participating. 
Company commanders told men in 
the weeks preceding the demonstra- 
tion that it was illegal to demonstrate, 
but the GIs for Peace worked to 
counteract that misinformation. 


USSR—PROTESTS 
AT INVASION 


Protests at the invasion of Czechoslo- 
vakia are now reported (Die Zeit, 
October 18) to have taken place in all 
three capitals of the Baltic Soviet 
Republics (the former Baltic States) 
—also in Kharkov (in the Ukraine) 
and in the Caucusus. It may be sig- 
nificant that in all these places some 
measure of separatist feeling could be 
expected. 


More news of the five arrested in 
Leningrad last week: Danilov (a 
chemist) and Studenkov (an engineer) 
have both been put in a lunatic 
asylum, Ward 7-style. The others— 
Gendra, Krachevsky, and Shashenkov 
(though the names are given by Die 
Zeit as Gendler, Gladschewskij, and 
Schadlenkov)—have been charged 
with “ anti-soviet agitation ’’—which 
means they collected signatures for 
a petition expressing solidarity with 
the Czechoslovak Communist Party. 


In East Berlin, Horst Bennet, Director 
at the Comic Opera has been jailed 
for two-and-a-half years, and his wife 
for two years, for handing out 
leaflets after the invasion. The two 
sons of Professor Robert Havemann, 
aged 16 and 18, have been in 
custody for six weeks after being 
arrested with other young people 
protesting at the invasion. The 18- 
year-old daughter of Professor 
Berthold—Director of the Institute of 
Marxism/Leninism at the Central 
Committee of the SED (Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany)—was also 
arrested. 


The officers received more subtle 
intimidation. One notice, handed out 
at Treasure Island Naval Base, read 
“ Military personnel will not under 
any circumstances participate in 
demonstrations when they are in 
uniform, which would bring discredit 
on the Naval Service, or when such 
activities may result in violence or are 
contrary to accepted military stan- 
dards of good order and discipline ”. 


On the day of the march, authorities 
on many bases attempted to prevent 
men from going to the demonstration. 
The Special Processing Barracks at 
Prasidio was assigned to inspection, 
and the men restricted to the base 
until it was over. 


But the inspection took place at 11 
am, and over 300 of the men—the 
largest group of soldiers at the 
demonstration—made it to the rally. 
The men at the Special Processing 
Barracks are waiting for transfers, 
disciplinary hearings, or the arrival of 
commanding officers. The Barracks is 
known as a hotbed of anti-war senti- 
ment. 


The 91st Army Band in Sausalito, a 


Because it’s there, I suppose 


Aldo Capitini dies 


Aldo Capitini, Professor of Education 
at Perugia, one of Italy’s most impor- 
tant exponents of non-violence, and a 
council member of War Resisters 
International, died on Sunday after a 
surgical operation. He was 69. We will 
run a fuller obituary next week. 


reserve unit, had planned to play for 
the march. But they were assigned to 
riot-training for the day. Sausalito, a 
wealthy, nearly all white, artsy-craftsy 
area, has no riot problem. 


Civilians who originally had tried to 
leaflet on bases were quickly kicked 
off. Some were even detained by 
military authorities for several hours. 


LEAFLET DROP 


One girl found wandering round the 
Treasure Island Naval Base was de- 
tained and charged with assault. 
When a sailor approached her with 
a camera, she had raised her hand 
in front of her face and tried to push 
his camera away. 


The most spectacular technique used 
to spread the word of the demonstra- 
tion was an air-drop of propaganda. 
On Wednesday, a Navy nurse and her 
husband flew over the bases drop- 
ping leaflets. 


Much of the organising for the 
demonstration was done by Airmen 
Hugh Smith and Michael Locks, who 
are co-chairmen of GIs for Peace. 
They are stationed at Hamilton Air 
Force Base. 


A “National GI week” was planned 
this week, “to accelerate the growing 
rate of opposition to the war within 
the military”. Bases in various parts 
of America were to be leafleted, meet- 
ings and demonstrations called, with 
October 26 as the target date. 


WRI TRIP 


In order that a charter flight can be 
arranged from London to New York 
for next year’s War Resisters’ Inter- 
national conference, at least 60 
people must put down their names 
and a deposit by the end of the 
month. 


The return fare on such a charter 
trip would be only £60, and the flight 
would leave about August 15, to re- 
turn about September 6. ‘We are 
more than assured that this con- 
ference is going to be an event of 
great significance,” writes WRI secre- 
tary Devi Prasad, in a memorandum 
to all WRI sections. 


Contact: War Resisters’ Inter- 
EM 3 Caledonian Road, London 
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France—COs 
face tribunal 


Gerard Daechsel writes: Five French 
COs were expected to go on trial 
before a military tribunal last week 
after having been in prison in Paris 
since August 2, accused of desertion 
from CO alternative service. They are 
Guy Bernalas, Bernard Sibrun, Emile 
Gueguen, Daniel Mabert, and Gerard 
Guerrero. 

They had worked in July for a brief 
time at two Paris hospitals, to which 
they had been assigned by the Civil 
Defence section of the French 
Ministry of the Interior, which is 
responsible for placing COs in 
civilian organisations during their 32 
months duty (double the length of 
military service). 

On their own initiative, they left the 
hospital and negotiated for jobs in a 
youth and cultural centre at Rennes. 
General Menu, chief of Civil Defence, 
was kept informed by letter both by 
the five and by the youth centre 
director, who wanted to employ them. 


They explained in a letter to the 
General that they had found that 
their hospital work deprived unem- 
ployed workers of jobs, and that their 
work there was ineffective. After in- 
forming General Menu of their inten- 
tion, the five turned themselves in to 
the national gendarmerie on Aug. 1. 


Lost Sheep? 


Some would-be buyers haven’t been 
recognising Peace News in the shops 
recently, unfolded and_ colourless. 
“That isn’t Peace News” some have 
said—even when it’s been put in front 
of their nose. 


Other readers have also probably 
been irritated by our recent chops 
and changes in format. Now we've 
returmed to the fold (excuse the pun) 
with a new coloured masthead de- 
signed by Bernard Power-Canavan. 


The point of the fold is largely to 
give sellers two front-pages to use 
or selling. We hope you like the 
results. We'll do our best to keep 
things more steady from now on. 


However, some of those who haven’t 
recognised the paper these last three 
weeks—plus those who won’t recog- 
nise it this week—may have been lost 
for good. So if you can help us out 
with some cash it would be useful. 


Cheques etc payable to Merfyn 
Turner, Treasurer, Peace News, 5 
Caledonian Road, London N1. Thank 
you. ROGER BARNARD 


Biafra— Nationwide Panton 


Two grassroots efforts to stop the 
British government persisting in its 
policy of supplying arms to Nigeria 
began quite independently this week. 
In Exeter, Dr Alun J. Walters has 
started to organise what he hopes 


Next Week 


SPECIAL ISSUE 
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Roger Barnard on 
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John Arden on 
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John Keohane on 


PAUL FOOT 


Robert Hurwitt on 
RONALD SEGAL 


will be a nation-wide petition, using 
a shortened version of the statement 
on page one of Peace News Biafra 
Special. “We all have a personal 
responsibility to stop the British 
Government,” he explained. (Contact 
Alun Walters, 401 Topsham Road, 
Exeter.) 


At the same time, in London, B. 
James Taylor, who is a Quaker, has 
written and is distributing a power- 
ful leaflet aimed at women, and 
urging them to write to women MPs 
calling for a halt to arms supplies. 
“You don’t feel a letter to an MP 
would do any good? ”’ he writes in the 
leaflet. “I’m not sure myself, but 
when the full truth comes out—as 
it will—would you wish to feel ‘I did 
nothing to stop this murder’? ” 


With its restrained but passionate 
tone, the leaflet could make an impact 
on many who don’t think of them- 
selves as radical-protest types—for 
that reason anyone wanting copies for 
distribution had best appear accep- 
table in such circles. Contact B. James 
Taylor, c/o Blackheath Quaker Meet- 
ing, London, SE38. (Contributions 
towards cost are needed.) 
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HENRY ANDERSON: Humanistic Sociology—PART 3 


THE REVOLUTION IN ‘BEING’ 


Henry Anderson lives in Berkeley, 
California. He is a painter and 
writer, and has been active for 
many years in industrial, labour, 
pacifist, and civil rights movements, 
as well as doing social work and 
medical research. This is the final 
part of his article on humanistic 
sociology. Part 1 was published on 
October 11 and Part 2 on October 
18. Back copies are available from 
5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 


If sociologists devoted themselves to 
sensitivity rather than methodological 
rigour—if they spent more time look- 
ing behind social roles and less time 
at the facades (including a great deal 
of time looking behind their own 
roles and searching for their own 
selves)—would this be the abandon- 
ment of sociology as a ‘science ”? It 
all depends on what one means by 
science. 


Yes, if science is the accumulation 
of numbers representing observations 
which can later be duplicated more- 
or-less exactly by some other 
observer. No, if science is the accre- 
tion of wisdom, insight, and under- 
Standing of the subject-matter by 
means which are most appropriate 
to the nature of the subject itself. 


The question of “subjectivity” and 
“objectivity” is a bug-bear in any 
such discussion. The process envis- 
aged here does not require that 
sociology take to the hustings and 
plump for the humanisation of man, 
mount shot and shell against the de- 
humanisation of man, or even to use 
the naughty words that one is 
“good” and the other is ‘‘ bad”. 
Man’s nature is his nature, no matter 
what sociology says, and man is go- 
ing to struggle towards the fulfillment 
of his nature no matter what 
sociology does or does not do. 


What is envisaged here would not 
involve “taking sides”, losing 
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scholarly dignity, or whatever 
other red herrings the sociological 
establishment might try to draw 
across the trail. All that is suggested 
here is that,\ for the sake of its own 
survival if for no other reason, 
sociology begin asking the right kinds 
of questions—those which really get 
at the things which hold groups of 
human beings together, tear them 
apart, and enable them to reassemble 
themselves in some coherent way. For 
these are the legitimate sociological 
questions. All questions which assume 
that human beings are mechanical are 
unrealistic, unsociological and, in the 
truest sense of the word, ‘“un- 
scientific ”’. 

For the sine qua non of human 
Science is not numbers: it is insights, 
and the power of prediction which 
insights confer. If plays by Ionesco 
announce, to those who have ears to 
listen amid the laughter, that com- 
munication between husbands and 
wives, teachers and pupils, has be- 
come absurd and that people are 
growing restive with absurd com- 
munication, then these are major 
sociological statements, and may be 
said to have forecast such develop- 
ments as the Free Speech Movement 
better than any academic sociological 
statements. If plays by LeRoi Jones 
anticipated, before Watts, that there 
was going to be violence between 
“black” and “white” in the 
Northern cities of America, they 
should be counted as better sociology 
than any of the surveys. 


The Academy 


If sociology continues to lag in its 
grasp of the nature of human nature, 
and what this nature implies for re- 
search problems and methods, it will 
increasingly be cast into the in- 
tellectual penumbras of our time. It 
will be overshadowed by _ the 
philosophers of being, psychologists 
of being, and others who’ are in 
touch and in sympathy with the great 
contemporary revolution in man’s 
understanding of his own nature. 


Tt does not strain the imagination ex- 
cessively to visualise institutions of 
higher learning, 20 years or so from 
now, in which sociology departments 
occupy approximately the same kind 


of place that classics departments do 
today. Since the Academy changes 
cautiously, a corner will be reserved 
for the present crop of bright, young, 
mathematically-oriented assistant pro- 
fessors of sociology, by then grown 
into full professors. 


They will still get their grants from 
the State. They will be given a com- 
puter for their very own, and they 
may command a somewhat distant 
admiration from their less mathe- 
matically-inclined colleagues who do 
not know how to write a computer 
programme. But their version of 
sociology will be regarded as an ana- 
chronism by most students: and with- 
out students any academic field grows 
old, sere, crotchety, quaint, and 
irrelevant, 


Life or Death 


Students will gravitate towards the 
promise of greater wisdom, which 
will lie in such areas as_ the 
psychology of Maslow, the philosophy 
of Kierkegaard, the theology of 
Tillich and, even more, in areas we 
can presently only vaguely forsee: 
creative combinations of “ talking 
about” the psychology, philosophy, 
theology, anthropology of Being, and 
actually Being through body move- 
ment, sensory awareness,  self- 
revelation, painting, or whatever. 


If this is the trend, why trouble to 
protest against the shortcomings of 
contemporary sociology? Why not let 
events take their course and _ let 
sociology go into eclipse? What differ- 
ence does it make where the insights 
come from as long as they come? 


It does make a difference whether 
the emphasis is on the dialogue of 
John and Mary Smith, or whether 
the question is, How are all the other 
Smiths doing with their dialogue, 
empathy, sharing, genuineness, joy, 
love, and other aspects of human- 
ness? Are they going forward, by and 
large: are they going backward: or 
are they standing still? Why are some 
people moving more than others? 


What are the processes by which a 
fledgling human being, necessarily de- 
pendent on those people round him 
for his images, identity, and very 
survival, grows beyond this depen- 


Bernard Power-Canavan 


dency and becomes a unique person? 
How can people pass on_ the 
necessary continuities to the fledgling 
human beings who are born to them, 
and then, in due time, help those 
beings become less conforming and 
more fully human? What are the 
environmental influences which tend 
to assist this process? What influences 
hinder it? What can be done to 
encourage the influences which foster 
human development? What can be 
done to minimise the influences which 
retard it? 

With exemplary modesty, most 
humanistic psychologists and others 
who are in the vanguard of the 
revolution in Being focus on the in- 
dividual, and do not attempt to 
address the sweeping broad-gauge 
questions. But somebody must be so 
immodest as to do so, for these 
questions will determine whether 
society itself lives or dies. 


Such questions constitute the province 
of what might be called a “ sociology 
of dialogue” or ‘humanistic 
sociology ”’. Since the word 
“humanistic”? is subject to various 
misinterpretations, perhaps it would 
be preferable to say that what is 
advocated here is an ushering out of 
the old sociology of seeming, and an 
ushering in of a sociology of human 
becoming and of being. 
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John Arden’s Personal Comment 


YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBOURHOOD 
SENIOR DETECTIVE OFFICER 


In the autumn of last year my wife 
attended the first of the celebrated 
Grosvenor Square affrays, though of 
course when she went there she did 
not realise that she and thousands of 
others were about to become im- 
mortalised in song and story. Her 
particular ‘‘Crispin’s Day”  ex- 
periences included the witnessing of 
several acts of police cruelty. 


None of them were on a major scale, 
but all of them were sufficiently “ un- 
wonted”” to justify her writing a 
letter of complaint to Scotland Yard, 
in which she listed such violations of 
“‘law-and-order ” as she had seen, to- 
gether with as many constabulary 
numerals as she and her companion 
were enabled to record. She also sent 
copies of her letter to various news- 
papers, not so much for publication 
as for an insurance in case the 
original document should chance to 
be ‘“ mislaid’’ somewhere in the SW 
postal district. 


A week or so later to our house came 
a very polite senior detective officer 
with an assistant, to inquire further 
into her allegations. In view of the 
forthcoming demonstration this week- 
end, I think it might be useful for 
readers to hear how this inquiry was 
conducted. First, the detective made 
a sardonic reference to the fact that 
Mrs Arden had seen fit to send her 
letter to “all and sundry ” instead of 
only to Scotland Yard. This, it 
appeared, somehow devalued the 
evidence in it. I suppose the police 
have a right to resent the public not 
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quite trusting them: but I do not 


know why they should seem so 
surprised at it. 
Then he proceeded to “take her 


over” her very long and_ fully- 
documented letter in the hope of 
catching her out on a few points of 
detail—particularly the geography of 
Grosvenor Square. Having nearly 
muddled her into incoherence over 
the vital point as to whether the 
Embassy is on the north or west of 
the Square, he began to be very 
pleased with  himself—until a 
reference to the A-Z guide put things 
straight and she continued unshaken 
with her main narrative. 


Slips of the Pen 


Then he started taking down the 
statement. It seemed that the original 
letter, not being on the right sort of 
yellow form, did not qualify as a 
statement, so she had to repeat the 
whole thing in her own words while 
he wrote it down—incidentally, and 
most suspiciously making CON- 
TINUAL SLIPS OF THE PEN. For 
example: Verbal statement: “I saw 
two policemen hitting demonstrators 
on the fringe of the crowd.” Detec- 
tive’s written version (not in short- 
hand): ‘I saw demonstrators on the 
fringe of the crowd hitting two police- 
men.” Mrs Arden: ‘No no, that’s not 
what I said—I said ... etc.” Detective: 
“Oh dear, you go too fast for me, 
Mrs Arden. Just a moment, my ball- 
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point is dry—Sergeant, have you a 
pen that works? Thank you. Now 
then, Mrs Arden: you say you saw 
the fringe of the crowd of demonstra- 
tors all hitting policemen... ?” 


In the end I had to do the writing, 
as I came briskly in with a “ ballpoint 
that worked’: and between my wife 
and myself, with the detective growl- 
ing uncertainly (but still genially) 
from the touchline, we got the state- 
ment down in what really were “her 
own words”. Then came _ the 
question: what action did the lady 
wish to have taken against the de- 
linquent members of the Watch whom 
she had listed with such deliberation? 
Did she wish to prosecute? And if so, 
did she realise just what an enormous 
body of proof would be required by 
an English court before anyone could 
ever be found guilty of anything? 


Altogether they made _ prosecuting 
sound so difficult that she decided to 
discuss it with a lawyer (or at least 
with the Civil Liberties people) before 
she decided. But this did not please 
them, so for days they kept on ring- 
ing us up at all hours, panting to 
know if she had finally decided and 
telling her that she must decide be- 
fore such and such a time, or else 
aN never did quite discover or else 
what. 


The above story is not unduly 
sinister, taken by itself, and to many 
it will be a very old story. But if 
complaints against the Force are 
regularly taken in this manner 
(genial all the way through, I would 
emphasise—but maybe that was be- 
cause the letter had been sent to “ all 
and sundry ”) it is not very astonish- 
ing that so few of them ever seem 
to lead to anything. The moral is 
fairly clear: if I were employed, for 
instance, by the League of 
Dramatists to investigate a complaint 
from. a West End Management that 
Harold Pinter had submitted an in- 
competent script, I do not think I 
would exert myself very hard. But 
then, of course, it is unlikely that 
they would be daft enough to ask 
me. Or maybe not daft? Sly, perhaps? 
Or downright dirty? 


Help Peace News 


Buy and sell our attractive 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


29 samples—value 16s—for 10s 
Bargain Bundles of 72—for 10s 
Peace, Nativity, or Festive Designs 
ILLUSTRATED CHRISTMAS LIST 
OF CARDS, BOOKS, STATIONERY, 
CALENDARS, PEACE DIARY, ETC 
will shortly be distributed 
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We’re sorry there are no Letters this 
week. Pressure of other copy made 
it impossible for us to include them. 
We’ll be back to normal next week. 
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26 October, Saturday 


BIRMINGHAM. 11.15 am. Dr Johnson House, 
Bull Street. Liaison Cttee for Women's Peace 
Groups Action Conference. Adm 2s 6d. 


BRISTUL. Mornings. Queens Road. 
Peace News and peace literature. 
welcome. Chris Shellard. 
GRANTHAM. 10,30 am to 1.30 pm. High Street. 
Peace News selling. Helpers welcome. 
Grantham Peace Action. 

LONDON NW11. 10 am to 5.30 pm. St Michael's 
Church Hall, Golders Green Road. ‘' Nearly- 
New Autumn Sale’’. Adm Is 7.30 to 10 pm. 
Folk Song/Poetry Reading Concert, Artists 
include: George Melly, Cy Grant, ANC Youth 
Choir, and Dancers. Tickets 7s 6d each from 
AAM, 89 Charlotte Street, London W1. 


26-27 October, Sat-Sun 


LONDON ECl1, 10 am. Finsbury Town Hall, 
Roseberry Ave, CND Annual Conference 1968. 


27 October, Sunday 


HASTINGS. 6 to 9 pm. Seafront at Fishmarket. 
Peace Action Centre mobile bookstall. Helpers 
welcome. INVOLVE. 

LONDON WC1. 3 pm. 6 Endsleigh Street. Weekly 
Mecting London Youth PPU. 


28 October, Monday 


MANCHESTER. 8 pm. Jane and David Graham, 
58 High Lane, Chorlton. Discussion, local 
activity. Tel: 061-881 1788. 


29 October, Tuesday 


BEXLEYHEATH. 7.30 pm. ‘' Lord Bexley ”’ one 
Bexleyheath Clock Tower). Bexleyheath Fol 
Centre. Bexley Peace Action Group. 


HASTINGS. 7.30 pm, Centre for Studies in 
Social Isolation, 80 Norman Road, St Leonards- 
on-Sea, Sussex. Open meeting and discussion 
group. INVOLVE (International Voluntary 
Village Enterprise). 

MANCHESTER. 8 pm. Refectory, Manchester 
Cathedral. Meeting of Christian CND with 
Father Simon Blake and Dr John Vincent. 
LEICESTER. 8 pm. 1 The Crescent, King Street. 
Leicester Project, libertarian peace action and 
discussion. 

LONDON NW1. 8.30 to 11 pm. Unity Theatre, 
Goldington Crescent. Folk club. Bar, singers 
welcome. Silver collection. 


30 October, Wednesday 


LONDON. 7 pm. Friends Meeting House, 49 St 
Martins Lane. Briefing for those taking part in 
siege of Elliott Automation. NONVAC. 


31 October, Thursday 


BRIGHTON. 12.15 to Z pm. Friends Centre, Ship 
Street. Oxfam lunch hour. 

HULL. 8 pm. Blue Bell Inn, Lowgate. ‘‘ The 
Freedom Folk ’’—folksong, ballads, blues, and 
poetry. 

LONDON E11. 8 pm. Friends House, Bush Road. 
Group Meeting. E10/El1 PPU. 


1 November, Friday 


TAUNTON. 7 pm. 59 Beadon Road. Meeting. 
Taunton Libertarians. 


1-3 November, Fri-Sun 


RUGELEY, STAFFS. Spode House, Hawkesyard 
Priory. Weekend conference ‘‘ Guevara or 
Luther King?" arranged by Pax Christi, 
Christian CND, APF, NPC, Pax, FoR, and 
Catholic Institute for International Relations, 
under the auspices of the University of 
Birmingham Department of Extramural Studies. 


2-3 November, Sat-Sun 


LONDON Wit. 10 am to 5 pm. The Roebuck, 
108A Tottenham Court Road. Students in 
China Conference. Society for Anglo-Chinese 
Understanding. Tickets: 5s. 


3-4 November, Sun-Mon 
LONDON W1. 2 pm. Saturday. Great Portland 
Street Underground Station. 20-hour non-violent 
siege of Elliott Automation, 34 Portland Place. 
Demonstrate against British complicity in 
Vietnam. November Non-Violent Action Com- 
mittee, c/o 3 Caledonian Road, London Nl, 
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will be supplied FREE 
for wide distribution 


Adrian Mitchell’s Poem 


On sale 
Helpers 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, HOLD MY HEAD 


Albert Hunt on Tony Hancock 
BEWILDERED MAN 
IN AN EMPTY WORLD 


Kevin McGrath’s News Story 
AMERICAN SUBMARINE 
FOULS JAPANESE WATERS 


Why not help to publicise Peace News 
by writing for a quantity? 

A contribution towards postage 
would be welcome 


After Jackie Kennedy and 
Onassis, the party game of 
Marital Consequences can never 
be the same. You know, the one 
where you come up with impos- 
sible matches. 


Instead of rolling about inanely 
laughing (you can tell the sort of 
parties I go to) when some happy 
chance pairs off Ted Heath and 
Twiggy or Princess Anne and 
Tariq Ali, I’m now going to find 
myself pondering ‘“ Yes—I 
wonder ”. 

As the Evening News remarked, 
it’s a bit like the story of the 
Princess who married a Bullfrog. 
It hastened to remind readers 
that the Frog turned into a 
Prince. Personally, I favour the 


version in which the Princess 
turns into a Frog. 

* s e 
Watching ITV’s_ series The 
Caesars on Sunday (I was 


escaping from the Olympics for a 
breather) it occurred to me that 
the whole Kennedy saga _ is 
reminiscent not so much of 
Camelot as of I Claudius. 


For Praetorian Guard read CIA, 
and the whole picture’s set up— 
heirs die, treason is suspected, 
the Republic is transformed half 
consciously into a monarchy, and 
so on. One sees Jackie turning 


GLAS SHPleD 


Terms: 6d per word, minimum 4s. 
counts for series, Box No—1s extra, Cash 
with order (not stamps, please), Adverts 
to reach 5 Caledonian Road, London N1 
by first post Monday. Box No replies to 
same address. Displayed advertisement 
rates on application. 


Dis- 


Coming events 


STUDENT CONFERENCE. Student Move- 
ment in China and the West, Weekend, 
November 2-3, 10.30 am to 5.30 pm, ‘‘ The 
Roebuck ’’, 108 Tottenham Court Road, Wi. 
Tickets 5s. Apply: Society for Anglo- 
Cninese Understanding, 24 Warren Street, 
W1. Tel: 387 0074. 


Personal 


BLUE IDOL Guest House, Coolham, 
Horsham, Sussex, Special students’ rate £1 
ge room and breakfast. Tel: Coolham 


CONSCIENCE and military service. The 
voluntary body dealing with the rights of 
Conscientious Objectors is the CBCO Con- 
tinuing Committee, ref FA, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London WC1. 


CORNWALL. Trelana private Vegetarian 
Hotel, Poughill, Bude, Home produced 
vegetables. Every comfort. Bude 2759. 


DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex 
Fetherlite 14s 6d dozen. Durex Gold Pack 
12s dozen. Real Skins three for 15s 6d. 
Dept PN, Personal Service, 626 Leeds 
Road, Dewsbury. 


PARTNER required. Parity. Northern dis- 
Donal ng general medical practice. Box no 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


into a Livia figure. Meanwhile, the 
Senators plot away. 


a * * 


I reckon Tommie Smith and 
John Carlos deserve another 
couple of medals apiece for 
having the guts to stand up to 
the pompous racists who have 
the Olympics under their thumb, 
and give that Black Power salute. 
I’m disappointed that their fellow 
team-mates didn’t back them up 
a bit more, and refuse to stay in 
the Games if they were picked on. 


I don’t much like salutes of any 
description, but I find totally in- 
comprehensible the idea that to 
indicate that you wish to 
dissociate yourself from “ your” 
country is to introduce politics 
into sport, but to stand to atten- 


TYPING, manuscripts, theses, etc. Sue 
Pottle, 4C Willow Buildings, Willow Road, 
NW3. SWI 4192. 


Publications 


ANY BOOK in print can be supplied b 
Housmans to all parts of the world. Boo 
tokens issued and exchanged. Large stock 
of books, paperbacks, peace literature, 
greeting cards, stationery, etc, 9.30 am to 
6 pm, Mon-Sat, 5 Caledonian Road, Kings 
Cross, London Ni TER 4473, 


FREEDOM PRESS publish lat ib monthly 
2s, Freedom weekly 6d. Trial subscription 
to both for two months: 8s post free. 84B 
Whitechape! High Street (Angel Alley) 
London £1. 


WANTED! 


1. Sellers for Peace News this 
weekend on the demonstra- 
tion. Phone or call before 
Saturday night (01-837 4473). 


2. Reporters willing to cover 
the demonstration. Copy dead- 
line—verbal or written—Mon- 
day. 


All help much appreciated. 
Contact 5 Caledonian Rd, N1. 


tion while a bored band plays 
“your” national anthem and 
raises “ your” flag is not. 


I’m glad to read that there is a 
very good chance that all national 
anthems are to be banned at the 
next Olympics—despite the fact 
that I rather enjoy listening to 


national anthems, with their 
pompous tunes, and grand- 
iloquent words. 

* * * 


Actually, watching black athletes 
winning event after event, I 
couldn’t help feeling that one 
could plausibly argue a case for 
a kind of Apartheid in sport. 


I mean, if you have separate 
events for women and men— 
presumably on the grounds that 
women couldn’t win if you just 
had combined events regardless 
of sex—why can’t you justify 
having separate events for black 
and white, to give the white 
blokes a chance of winning? 


I’m joking? Of course. But 
seriously, I strongly incline to 
favour rationalising the situation 
by abolishing sex-discrimination 
in sport. What’s the point in com- 
peting as a permanent second- 
class athlete? The trouble is, sex- 
discrimination is so deeply built 
into society it just isn’t recognised 
as such, most of the time. 


SARVODAYA, monthly magazine of the 
Bhoodan movement in India, may be 
obtained from Housmans_ Bookshop, 5 
Caledonian Road, London N1 at 15s yearly 
or 1s 6d (post 3d) each issue. 


Situations vacant 
SECRETARY/TYPIST to General Secretary 
of CND. Full or part-time appointments 
considered, Applications giving details to: 
Dick Nettleton, CND, 14 Gray’s Inn Road, 
London WC1, 


For sale 


COLOURFUL Dutch psychedelic posters 
(English text)—two designs, 16in x 24in. 
3s 6d each, post free. Limited stock. 
Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road, N11. 


KODAK 35mm camera. Retine Sl. 
Schneider-Kreuznach lense 30th/250th 
speed. f2,8 to f22, plus case, Unwanted gift 
in immaculate condition £22. Eléctric 
Chord Organ, as new condition, easy to 
play, with instructions £15, worth double. 
Banjo, five strings, a good one, £7 10s. 
The Warden, Peace News, 837 4473. 10% 
of sale will go to Peace News. 


Wanted 

BOOKS/PAMPHLETS bought. Hammer- 
aaa Books, Liffords Place, SW13. PRO 
04, 


GIRL to share luxury flat in Highgate, all 
conveniences. Phone TER 4473, office 
hours, 


Cinema 

NEW CINEMA CLUB. “ Like a continuous 
London Film Festival ’’—The Times, Free 
booklet illustrates exclusive programmes. 
122 Wardour Street, Wl. 01-734 5888. 


Theatre 


UNITY THEATRE EUS 8647. ‘War and 
Violence ’’, an up-dated version of ‘' US”' 
with films from Vietnam and of protest 
activity, Perfs Thu/Fri/Sat/Sun at 7.45 pm. 
Tickets 10s, 7s 6d, 5s. 
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This is a policeman. A target 
for flour bombs in Grosvenor 
Square last March. This 
weekend he will again be 
defending British and American 
Government property in 
London. Objectively, as the 
jargon goes, he may therefore 
be termed an agent of 
imperialism and its military 
machine. But this doesn’t mean 
he may be regarded as an 
Enemy or as somehow less 
than fully human. Everyone is 
entitled to feel anger, hatred, 
and contempt for America’s 
genocidal war in Vietnam. But 
nobody is entitled to present 
such feeling as the wellspring 
of human life or the rationale 


of political action. Provoked, more than routine response, is he is impotent: he represents 
this man can be expected, like not accessible by house bricks great force but is entirely 
most people, to panic and and fireworks. We have to powerless, for his force can 
finally turn brutal. His potential | break into his life. Touch his only destroy, not create. 

for sensitive thought and betrayed humanity. Through 30 Revolution has to be for him 
feeling, submerged in the years of social brainwashing as well as for you and the 


uniform and reduced to little and irrational control. Because people of Vietnam. 


